


One More (Calorie-free!) Cupcake for the Road
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BY JODI LEIGHT

EMBERS WHO STAYED AFTER
our December meeting/cupcake
extravaganza were treated to a demonstra-
tion and recipe for one more cupcake. This
one was free of all fats, trans- or otherwise.

Program chair Joyce Crupi, assisted
by Madi Appell, showed us how to make
cupcake pincushions. Joyce brought along
examples of each phase of the project — vel-
croed to a clearly laid-out and labeled oak-
tag backdrop - and talked us through each
step in turn. No detail was too small, down
to the little cupcake stickers on each set of
instructions. Joyce and Madi shared the
bounty of some serious shopping with the
group, providing not just basic ingredients
like batting and craft sand for the pincush-

ions, but also generous collections of
beads, baubles and tshatshkes for embell-
ishments. As a bonus, Joyce also demon-
strated a few quick but attractive gift wraps
using an old scarf. Easy-to-
follow illustrations were
included in the cupcake pin-
(In the

unlikely event that you pos-

cushion packet.

sess neither a scarf that's
been orphaned in the bot-
tom drawer of your dresser
for a long time nor a piece of
festive fabric, I can suggest
"Lot Less" as a good source
of really cheap scarves.

I whipped up a couple of pincushions
at home, and they easily passed the "hus-
band test." (As I finished stitching up the

first one and set it on the table, my husband
took one look and said "That looks like a
cupcake.")

This was a fun quick project, suitable
for last-minute gifts.
When I told Madi
about a particular rea-
son I had for one
planned gift of a cup-
cake pincushion, she
immediately came up
with a suggestion of
denim as the best fab-
ric. I'm not sure that
the
completely fit to print, so you'll just have to

explanation is

come to the February meeting to find out
why denim was the perfect fit for that par-
ticular gift pincushion. **




Another New Year!
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BY ANGELA LOCKHART

INCE I COMPLETED MY FIRST QUILT AS A

gift requested by my niece, I have become obsessed with
everything quilting. For the past year I have found myself smiling
from ear to ear as I design, rearrange, sew and yes, even ripping out
my creation. I have
fallen in love with
quilting and found
my inner child in the
process!! Some times
I find myself singing
out loud, but most
times, I find myself
humming to myself,
just like my grand-
mother use to do. ;
MY grandmother, Angela Quilting
however, never taught me to quilt, even though she made numer-
ous quilts for my family. We were a military family, constantly trav-
eling and living many miles away from extended family. I never
had many opportunities to spend time learning from my grand-
mother who quilted. In 1993 I began to teach myself to quilt from
books and magazines I purchased. I had no idea our Guild was
forming right down the street from me! It took me 15 years to
become a member, but good news is I am here to stay!!

So, I have just completed my first year as a bona fide quilter. I
think I now own every quilting notion, shop on line sales, and have
a growing stash that I am proud of. It’s great when my ideas take
off in another direction and I have the stash to carry out my new
ideas. I have also successfully completed two great classes at the
City Quilter (appliqué and beginner’s basic quilting). Not only has
my skill level improved, but also my self confidence. I no longer
second guess my ability to complete the difficult projects I am nat-
urally drawn to. I'm just glad Micki got me sewing on a machine!!

For Christmas I traveled to Texas with 6 unfinished quilts that
I intended to complete and give as gifts. Because I still have not

Lost and Found

A bag of goodies was found in the parking lot after our guild
meeting. If you have lost a bag and can identify the items
please contact Sarah Vinson.

Also a lovely hat was left behind by a member come and claim
it at the February meeting.

learned how long it really takes to make a quilt, what ended up
happening is I wrapped the quilt tops as gifts and returned with
them to complete before next Christmas!! The best part of the
experience was I was able to start teaching my beloved niece, age
10, how to quilt. She
is so interested and
appears to be taking
up the family tradi-
tion like a duck in
water. Three genera-
tions of quilters!! I
can’t think of a better
blessing!!

Happy New Year

W
¥

= : to all my new quilting
Jiselle Quilting

companions. May you
all be happy, be well , filled with loving kindness and a stash
that makes you smile from ear to ear, or break out in song!!

@,
Peace. %*

Gammill Statler Stitcher
Computer Guided Longarm Quilting

1.5 cents per sq/in - allover pattern
2.0 cents per sq/in - allover pattern
with custom border
2.5 to 3.0 cents per sg/in - custom quilting
Batting included at no charge
Large variety 108" wide backing fabric

* only $10.95/yd

Mention the Quilters’ Guild of Brooklyn
Quilt Show and receive 10% OFF
plus Free Return Shipping
with your first quilt.
www.StarGazerQuilting.com
727-481-8300




It’s in the Bag!
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BY MARTHA MCDONALD

FTER OUR FIRST REGULAR
monthly meeting of the New Year on
Saturday, Jan. 17 the “Real Live Quilter, ¥ ™
Sarah Vinson led a workshop on how to \ i
make her “Terrific Tote Bag” About 30 mem-
bers gathered around her for a discussion and
demonstration of how to put the bag together. She

also gave out instruction sheets that included fabric

requirements and cutting directions, as well as details on how to make the handles, body

of the bag, the pockets and the gussets.

Then a number of us went to our machines (and ironing boards) and started sewing.
I was particularly interested in how the handle went together, with five rows of stitching

step forward for me.

which makes it large enough to
carry all sorts of different items,
~ even laptop computers. The con-
struction of the bag is strong too, so it
can handle heavier loads.

Sarah showed us several sample of bags that she had made
with different fabrics and encouraged us to be creative with
buttons, etc. Another place for variety is with the pockets.
Although the basic pockets are 9 in. square, these can be sub-
divided to form smaller pockets for pens,

cell phones or whatever you want.
The pockets can be positioned on
the inside or the outside of the

bag. In addition, the finished bags

are reversible.

Although we didn't finish our
bags at the workshop, we came close
and everyone enjoyed learning new

skills. Members should bring their new bags
to the next meeting for Show and Tell.

For more information or to get
a copy of the instructions, contact
Sarah at 718-934-7267. %*

to give it a finished look. I also learned about fusible fleece and
how to do some basic machine quilting. The only machine
quilting I had done in the past was basic straight stitching,
but at the workshop we were encouraged to try different
patterns. Mine was still pretty basic - wavy lines - but a

The finished size of the body of the bagis 13 x 18 in., % )
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a unique fabric &

craft boutique
specialty fabrics
notions
ribbons & trims
fiber
handmade papers
gifts & more
Brooklyn Quilters Guild
members receive 10% discount

849 Union Street
Brooklyn NY 11215
\ 718.230.4148 y

Harvey's

"Sew Right Sewing Machines”
Serving NY since 1973
Open Sundays from 11:00-4:00

Authorized Sales & Service on:
Husqvarna Viking ¢ Bernina
Baby Lock ¢ Janome * Singer

And NY’s best repairs on all makes!

Check our winter class schedule and
new quilting fabrics arriving every
week from all the big names!

Coming soon..Buy on our websitel!

223-20 Union Tpke. Bayside, Queens
718-468-5858|

info@sewright.com www.sewright.com
10% off machine repairs for the guild-1/09




Quilt Talk: Not Rocket Science
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N THE JULY/AUGUST ISSUE

of Quilters Newsletter Magazine,
John Flynn wrote a column about fine-tun-
ing your quarter-inch seam. I thought, “I
should do this,” as I had just spent several
mornings unsewing a pile of 6” nine-patch
blocks, each patch consisting of two half-
square triangles. I hadn’t been at all happy
with the results of the last batch when I
sewed the rows together. I was definitely in
need of some therapeutic exercise!

Concurrently, I discovered Sudoku. It
was a hot, sticky, rainy August morning
and it was happenstance that it was right in
front of me. Unable to rouse myself to
more productive activity, I decided to give
it a try. It quickly became apparent why
Sudoku is so popular. There is something
very satisfying in the inevitable victory of
logic over chaos. While chiding myself for
wasting valuable quilting time, I noticed
that the Sudoku grid is a double 9-patch
block: nine patches each a 9-patch in itself.
I thought, wouldn't that look nice as a baby
quilt, nine fabrics instead of nine numbers?
A simple one-patch quilt with the color
evenly, but randomly distributed. What
could be simpler? I just needed to see what
it would look like and I thought this would
be a good project to use to follow John
Flynn’s prescription. I decided to try it out
on an ABC quilt.

Using a mix of large scale novelty
prints and read-as-solids, I cut 4” strips,
selvage to selvage, from each of my nine
fabrics, each strip yielding ten 4” squares

(use the extra set as a reference guide
showing each fabric’s numeric assign-
ment). Using a solved Sudoku puzzle as a
pattern, I laid out the 9-patch blocks on
muslin squares and pinned the patches in
place. I marked each
block with its posi-
tion in the sudoku
and kept all the pins
running tin the same
direction so the
blocks wouldn't get
turned around. I
measured my rows
as I sewed them,
checking the accura-
cy of my quarter-
inch seams. (Good!)

Then I laid out the sewn blocks and I was
very happy with the results. But I had made
a fatal mistake. When thinking about my
pressing plan, I thought I would use a thin
sashing between the blocks - to represent
the main gridlines — and so was not con-
cerned about the outside seams of the
blocks interlocking. But when I lay the
blocks out, I liked them better without the
sashing - and, of course, now half of the
seams were pressed the wrong way. After
very little thought, I decided that as this
quilt is a one-block quilt as well as a one-
patch quilt, it would be my “Humble

477 Jefferson Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11221

718-443-0922

Bag Lady Quilting Shop

Marilynn Gipson, Quilter/APQS Millennium

gipsonm2000@yahoo.com

Provider of Long Arm Machine Quilting Services

“No quilt is too large to quilt in”

Block” Quilt. T inverted alternate blocks
and they went together perfectly. It was no
longer Sudoku, but it was still pleasing, and
I was free to start another — with a better

pressing plan!

It’s a bit fussy -
all that pinning -
but very meditative.
By varying the size
of the squares and
playing with bor-
ders, you can make
this into a lap quilt
for someone who
likes Sudoku. You
could sew a pocket
back and
tuck a Sudoku puz-

on the

zle book in

it. T am a bit

charmed by

the fact that
you can take nine 4” strips (and a third or
half yard for a little border) and make a
quilt top. It's a good way to s-t-r-e-t-c-h
your “eye-poppers” with some of the sub-
tler fabrics in your stash and makes many
attractive tops. And all you have to do to
get a pattern is find the “Yesterday’s
Puzzles” section of AMNY or other news-
paper. Or, email me. I have patterns for 300
different sudoku quilts right in the
“Answer” section of “The Super-Colossal
Book of Sudoku,” purchased in my initial
enthusiasm. I'll be happy to send you one!
—Kathi King

HORUS

Horus Lounge

510 Laguardia Place
Betw Bleecker & Houston
(212) 677-1120

Horus Cafe
293 East 10th Street
(212) 228-4774

Horus Kebab House
93 Avenue B

Corner of 6th Street
(212) 777-9199

www.horuscafe.com




Community Service Day in Brooklyn
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S MANY IN THE QUILTERS’

USAService.org web site.
Guild of Brooklyn have experi- The pillow covers are

enced, volunteering time and quilting skills

)

all different, as the recipi-
for a worthy cause can be quite a pleasure.  ents must also be. (They are fin-
ished at 16” square. The front

block is sandwiched with batting

January 19, 2009, was no exception. For
seven hours, the quilting workshop at the
Park
Recreation
Center hosted
an Obama-

Sunset and backing, and machine quilt-

ed. Then, an envelope backing is
attached and a pillow form is
inserted.) Through the course of
inspired
“Quilting 4 a
Cause” event.

the day, at least eight pillows were
either begun or completed — at
least forty pil-
Sixteen peo- lows are
ple came needed.
together to help make quilted Volunteers
pillows for young girls at a also worked
group home. These volunteers on piecing

included the regular beginning soldier quilts

quilting students from the and tying

weekly workshop in Sunset Park, several

ABC Quilts.
There were many laughs, too. During a

guild members and their guests, and those

who had read about this event on the lunch break — delicious French bread

THE BROOKLYN BEE
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PO Box 180414
Kensington Station
Brooklyn NY 11218-0414
(646) 884-1212

We are on the web at:
www.QuiltBrooklyn.org

sandwiches
from a local
Vietnamese
restaurant —
conversations
went from ideas
for cloth nap-
kins to ideas
for Oscar night
parties. We paused for a show & tell of all
the pillows made so far, and of the guild
members’ quilts-in-progress.

It was an inspiring day. The guild
members present really reached out to the
not-so-proficient sewers. Everyone felt
welcome; everyone participated. To learn
more about the Monday workshops in
Sunset Park, call 718-965-6533 or visit:
lhttp://www.usaservice.org/page/event/det]
Rl vl



http://www.usaservice.org/page/event/detail/civiccommunity/4vhxv
http://www.usaservice.org/page/event/detail/civiccommunity/4vhxv



